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the North Temperate zone. The hair is thick
and so long that it practically conceals the
ears and tail, and being curly on the back,
forms there a thick mat, almost like a hump.
Muskrat, or Musquash (Fiber zibethicus),
a North American aquatic rodent allied to the
voles and meadow mice. The fur is dark
brown, gray beneath, and is thick and soft,
resembling beaver. The secretion from which
the animals derive .their name is produced by
a large gland found in both sexes in the groin.

Muskrat.

Muslin, a cotton fabric probably so called
because first made at Mosul in Kurdistan. It
was first worn in England in 1670.

Mussel, the name given to a number of
marine and fresh-water molluscs. Marine
mussels belong to the family Mytilidae. They
are abundant on all temperate shores, where

Structure of Mussel.
g, Gills; b, Byssus; f, Foot,
1, Lips; m, Mouth; e, m, Edge
of Mantle; 1, m, Lobe of Mantle.

they hang in masses on wharfing and drift-
wood, to which they attach themselves by a
tuft of long, tough, fibrous threads, known as
the byssus. The common edible mussel (M.
edulis) is abundant on the shores of North
America and Europe. Acres of them are found
at low tide on the mud flats of estuarine rivers
Fresh-water mussels belong to the family Un-
ionidae.

Musset, Alfred de (1810-57), French
poet, dramatist and novelist, while attending
the College Henri Quatre, began to write po-
etry, the quality of which so charmed Victor
Hugo, that he invited the young poet to join
, the Cenade. He achieved an enviable reputa-

ion with his charming pieces, La coupe et les
evres, A quoi revent les jeunes filles, and his
ine poem Namouna, all included in the vol-
ume Le spectacle dans un faitteuil (1832). At
;his point came his fateful liaison with 'George
Sand.5 After a short period in Paris the two
eft for Italy, where they soon separated, the
>oet returning to Paris an embittered and dis-
appointed man. In 1835 appeared his Confes-
sions d'un enfant du siecle. Though the last 16
'ears of his lif e were a prolonged struggle with
disease his Nouvelles and Contes contain some
if the most exquisite pieces in French litera-
ure.

Mussolini,   Benito   (1884-1945),   Italian
statesman, creator and leader of the Fascisti,
then Premier of Italy (October 1922-1943),
was born in Predappio, near Forli, in the
iomagna. At the election of 1909 he smashed
a ballot box, was tried and convicted, but es-
caped to the Italian-speaking canton of Ticino
in Switzerland.  He made himself unpopular
with the authorities by preaching Socialism
and Irredentism. He was expelled from Switz-
erland and went to France, where he came in
contact with French  Socialist leaders, like
Jaures and Herve, whose Internationalism he
opposed with Nationalism. Taking advantage
of the amnesty of 1910, he returned to Forli
and became editor of the official Socialist or-
gan, Avantij at Milan. His pronounced Inter-
ventionism dismayed the pacifist Socialists and
tie was expelled from the party. In order to
spread his own views, he started the Popolo
d'ltalia. He went to the front as corporal of
Bersaglieri, was wounded, and decorated. His
convalescence gave him the opportunity for
much reading and meditation. His paper be-
came uncompromisingly nationalistic and vo-
ciferously patriotic. He invoked the patriotism
of the old Romans, and used the 'fasces' of
the Lictors as a symbol of his idea. He organ-
ized the Fascismo movement and by organized
force against militant Communism, sought to
arouse the people to a sense of the Soviet
danger. Henceforth, his career is the history
of the Fascismo. At Milan, on Oct. 7, 1922,
he said in a speech: 'There are two Govern-
ments: The fictional directed by Facta (the
Premier) and the real directed by the Fascisti.
The first should give way to the second.' It did
so, after the 'March on Rome/ when the cab-
inet resigned, but the King declined to declare
Italy in a state of siege, and Mussolini was in-
vited to Rome to form a government. As Pre-
mier, or President of the Council, he took the
oath to King and Constitution, amid universal
enthusiasm, on Oct. 30, 1922.